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The museum Board of Directors met with the 

major donors responsible for providing the funds 

to build a replica of the Vietnam Memorial Wall 

on January 17, 2009.  At 11:00 am the gold shov-

els were placed into the dirt signifying the begin-

ning of construction for the wall. The Brazos 

Foundation Officers were on hand to present the 

museum with a check for $30,000.  

The replica will be built on a steel frame and the 

58,260 names will be engraved onto black alumi-

num sheets by a computer controlled router. 

Each aluminum panel contains the names found 

on two panels of the Vietnam Memorial Wall in 

Washington D.C.  

The dimensions of the replica are approximately 

three fourths of the dimensions of the actual 

wall. The names are arranged in the same order, 

with symbols identifying the MIA versus the 

KIA. The same angle found on the National Me-

morial has been built into the wall at the mu-

seum. 

There are no other permanent walls that repli-

cate the National Memorial. The museum plans 

Official Groundbreaking for 

the Vietnam Memorial Wall  

to update the wall just as it is updated in Wash-

ington on Memorial Day. None of the portable 

walls have been updated since they were built so 

there are no other walls that contain the same 

names found on the National Memorial.  

The Museum sponsored The Moving Wall TM  in 

Mineral Wells, TX in July 1998 and have now 

brought a permanent wall to the area approxi-

mately 11 years later. The wall will be unveiled 

on May 30, 2009 and open to the public 24 hours 

a day, seven days a week. 

If you are unable to travel to Washington to see 

the National Memorial, perhaps you will be 

within reach of our wall. Please visit us at any 

opportunity.  

There is still time to become a sponsor of the Me-

morial Wall and Garden. Donor levels are avail-

able as follows: Sponsors of the Wall ($10,000), 

names will be engraved on a wall panel; Bridge 

donor ($10,000), name will be on a plaque by the 

entrance bridge; Garden Donor ($5,000), names 

will be on a plaque in the garden; Tree Donors 

($1,000), names will be on a plaque in the forest; 

Flag donors ($500), names will be on a plaque by 

the flags. Send donations to P.O. Box 146 Min-

eral Wells, TX  76068.  

Pictured are (l to r):    The Brazos Foundation 

Officers; Bill Kane, Mu-

seum Board past president 

as proxy for Baum -

Carlock -Bumgardner Fu-

neral Home; Kirk Horton;  

Rowena Ash, as proxy for 

Betty Boyd Dettre;  

Jim Messinger, President 

of the Friends of the  

Museum; Gerald Brazell,  

Museum Board President; 

and Edd Luttenberger, 

Vice president  
 (Photo courtesy of  

Iola Messinger)  
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More volunteers  

2008 marked the first complete year of operation 

of the gardens at The National Vietnam War 

Museum. In 2007, we had substantial help from 

CCA in Mineral Wells, but they were short su-

pervisors in 2008 and were unable to help. So the 

call went out to anyone who could push a lawn-

mower or swing a weedeater.  We have 12 acres 

to maintain and found a local friend who cut and 

baled most of the property but two or three acres 

remained to be managed by hand.  

Since the museum operates on a small budget, 

volunteers have saved the day. Thereõs a picture 

below of most of last years crew.  

Jim Messinger, U.S. Army retired; Melvin Davis, 

Navy Veteran, retired from his business Melvinõs 

Auto Repair; Ralph Lister, retired Army Na-

tional Guard; Wayne Parham, Army veteran, 

retired from Mitchell Energy; Boyd Buchholz, 

retired Air Force; Gary Salisbury, retired Army, 

and retired from Mitchell Energy; Missing from 

the ranks in the picture is Bob Hughes, Navy 

veteran.  

.   

The guys who mowed the lawn: From left to right Jim Messinger, Melvin Davis, Ralph Lister, Wayne 

Parham, Boyd Buchholz, Gary Salisbury. (photo courtesy of Iola Messinger)  

You can readily see that we donõt discriminate with 

regard to branch of service. We would like to have a 

Marine and a Coast Guardsman on the crew. We 

also donõt discriminate with regard to age. These 

men range in age from 57 ð 69. One 67 year old ran a 

weedeater for several hours each week to keep the 

gardens trimmed back. Missing from the ranks is 

Bob Hughes, Navy veteran.  

If you want fresh air and exercise, come on out on 

Mondays.  We usually work from 9 -12. 

The museum board would like to add a 105mm How-

itzer to our artifacts. We have found a man who 

builds replicas of cannons and he will build a full 

scale replica 105mm Howitzer for us (that shoots) for 

about $6500.  

We need a project manager for this project to raise 

funds and coordinate the construction and movement 

of the gun to the museum site. We already own the 

deuce and a half that will pull it.  

How about some artillery men volunteers???  

Contact Jim Messinger 940 -664-3918 or  

messinger@wc.edu  to volunteer.  

Another Idea  


